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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 2/21/2007 has been entered. Claims 1, 20, 33, 
65, 97, and 114 have been amended. Claims 11-19, 26-30, 32, 38-39, 41, 51-64, 73-77, 79-96, 
108-113, and 115 have been canceled. Claims 1-10, 20-25, 31, 33-37, 40, 42-50, 65-72, 78, 97- 
107, 114 and 116 are pending in the present application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, macliine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-10, 20-25, 31, 33-37, 40, 42-50, 65-72, 78, 97-107, 114 and 116 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 31, 78 and 116: 

Claim 31 recites "a computer-readable medium encoded with a computer- 
readable instructions". According to applicant's specification, lines 15-24 in Page 83, 
"computer-readable medium Including... a radio or infra-red transmission channel... the 
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Internet and Intranets including email transmissions and information recorded on 
websites and the like". Thus, the claimed computer-readable medium embodies radio 
signal or email transmissions and thus such a computer-readable medium encoded with 
computer readable instructions is nothing but a software program. Computer program 
per se is neither computer components nor statutory process. Thus, claim 31 is non- 
statutory for this reason. 

Additionally, since claim 31 includes a 101 judicial exception, claim 31 must be for a 
practical application of the judicial exception. As is, claim 31 failed to recite either a physical 
transformation or produces a useful and tangible result. Thus, claim 31 is also non-statutory for 
this reason. 

Claims 78 and 116 are non-statutory for the same reasons discussed above. 
Claims 1-10, 33-37, 40, 42-50, and 97-107: 

Claim 1 applies a computer program as part of a seemingly patentable process, 
however, claim 1 in reality seeks patent protection for the computer program as 
evidenced by the applicant's specification at lines 15-24 in Page 83 and the claim 31 in 
the abstract. Computer program per se is neither computer components nor statutory 
process. Thus, claim 1 is non-statutory. 

Additionally, since claim 1 includes a 101 judicial exception, claim 1 must be for a 
practical application of the judicial exception. As is, claim 1 failed to recite either a physical 
transformation or produces a useful and tangible result. Thus, claim 1 is also non-statutory for 
this reason. 
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The claims 2-10 depend upon the claim 1 and are rejected due to their dependency on the 
claim 1. 

The claim 33 is subject to the same rationale of rejection set forth in the claim 1. 

The claims 34-37, 40, 42-50 depend upon the claim 33 and are rejected due to their 
dependency on the claim 33. 

The claim 97 is subject to the same rationale of rejection set forth in the claim 1. 

The claims 98-107 depend upon the claim 97 and are rejected due to their dependency on 
the claim 97. 

Claims 20-25, 65-72, and 114: 

Claim 20 applies a computer program as part of a seemingly patentable 
apparatus, however, claim 20 in reality seeks patent protection for the computer 
program as evidenced by the applicant's specification at lines 15-24 in Page 83 and the 
claim 31 in the abstract. Computer program per se is neither computer components nor 
statutory process. Thus, claim 20 is non-statutory. 

Additionally, since claim 20 includes a 101 judicial exception, claim 20 must be for a 
practical application of the judicial exception. As is, claim 20 failed to recite either a physical 
transformation or produces a useful and tangible result. Thus, claim 20 is also non-statutory for 
this reason. 

The claims 21-25 depend upon the claim 20 and are rejected due to their dependency on 
the claim 20. 

The claim 65 is subject to the same rationale of rejection set forth in the claim 20. 



Application/Gontrol Number: 09/863,405 
Art Unit: 2628 



Page 5 



The claims 66-72 depend upon the claim 65 and are rejected due to their dependency on 
the claim 65. 

The claim 114 is subject to the same rationale of rejection set forth in the claim 65. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-10, 20-25, 31, 33-37, 40, 42-50, 65-72, 78, 97-107, 114 and 116 would be 
allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 101 set forth in 
this Office action. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Claims 1-10, 20-25, 31, 33-37, 40, 42-50, 65-72, 78, 97-107, 114 and 116: 
The prior art of record fails to teach or suggest the opacity region representation and the 
obscurence region representation are associated with the same leaf node. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jin-Cheng Wang whose telephone number is (571) 272-7665. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 6:30 (Mon-Thu). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kee Tung can be reached on (571) 272-7794. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




